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RECOMMENDATION 
O F 
INDUSTRY 
Scit Genius, natale comes qui temperat aſtrum. Ho. 


XOME Time laſt Spring, as I was enjoying 
the Benefit of Retirement, and a fine 
Evening in a Walk in the Country, the 
* x Calmneſs of the Weather and the agree- 
able Variety of the Scenes around me naturally con- 
ſpired to impart an unuſual Tranquility to my 
Thoughts ; which partly accompanying the Senſes, 
and partly engaged from within, made me paſs away 
a few Hours with a Pleaſure which I have often fince 
wiſhed to be repeated. 

The Seaſon of the Year, and the blooming State of 
every Thing I looked at, ſoon made me turn my Eyes 
inwards, and confider the Analogy between the na- 
tural and moral World. The Poets, who copy both, 
could not fail of drawing a Contraſt between Youth 


and the Spring. The Reſemblance indeed is obvious, 
tho' 


44. 


tho capable of great Improvement, when ſet off by 
flowing Numbers, and a fine Imagination. | 

The Hopes of a future good Conduct and the Encou- 
ragement on which it depends, are as ſtriking in the 
early Part of Life, as the Bloſſoms are in that Seaſon 
when the Influence of warm Suns, and regular Culti- 
vation, contribute ſo much to the Production of Fruit. 
We often, indeed, when the Hopes of a Garden fail, 
charge the Sky with Inclemency, where there was a 
Waat of Vigour in the Root ; but we oftener, in our 
own Concerns, attribute to ill Succeſs what we ou ght 
to impute only to ill Management. 

Sometimes we take no Pains at all; at other Times, 
we begin, but a ſudden Indolence, like a Miſt before 
our Eyes, makes the Difficulties that lay in the Way 
appear ſo big, that the Conqueſt neceſſary to our 
Progreſs is deſpaired of, and we give up that Path to 
Fame as inacceſſible. Very often Impatience 1s our 
principal Obſtruction ;; we look at the Top of the 
Hill, without conſidering that to get there, we muſt 
| begin at the Bottom ; and that the higher it ſtands, 

the finer Proſpect indeed it will command, but the 
ſiceper will be its. Aſcent. | 

Of the two Extremes, Preſumption (if it goes no 
farther than ourſelves) ſeems more eligible than De- 
ſpondence in every Attempt ; and the Reaſon of it is 
eaſily remembered in the celebrated Hint of Virgil's, 
« Poſſunt quia poſſe videntur:” There is certainly 
this to be ſaid in its Favour, that thoſe who deſpair of 
Succeſs in any Undertaking, will not exert their 
Strength ſo much as thoſe who are confident of it; 
and therefore as far as Want of Succeſs may juſtly (as 


it 


1) 
it often may)- be imputed to.an undue Exertion of the 
Means in our own Power, fo far that Want of Confi- 
dence is undoubtedly the Occaſion of ill Succeſs. 
From this View, which concerns us all at farſt ſet- 
ting out in Life, I was inſenſibly drawn to that Pro- 
feſſion, which I have of late been more nearly allied 
to. I conſidered how very few arrive in Port, after 
an eaſy Paſſage, of the innumerable Adventurers that 
embark with a Deſign of croſſing this troubled Ocean. 
While I was reflecting on the various Cauſes of good 
and ill Succeſs, the Perplexity, and Confuſion of the 
Scene created a Fatigue in me, which ſoon reſolved 
itſelf into Sleep; and, as it often happens, ſomething 
of the ſame Train of thinking was ſtill purſued, tho 
in the irregular Courſe uſual in Dreams. 

I ſeemed'to be in a ſpacious Hall, where four or 
five Perſons were ſtanding round a Table covered 
with a large Parchment Writing. An old Man, with 
venerable white Locks, and an extremely pleaſing 
Countenance, came up to me at my entering the 
Room, and deſired I would be a Witneſs to the Ex- 
ecution of a Deed. He told me with a Smile, that 
as I wasa young Man, the Contract now engaged in 
might be uſeful for me to underſtand. Accordingly 
the Deed was read, and as much as I remember was 
as follows. 

« This Indenture, made January r, between 
A. B. Student, on the one Part, and G. G. his good 
Genius on the other Part, witneſſeth, That the ſaid 
G. G. for and in Conſideration of Value to be by 
A. B. paid to him the ſaid G. G. doth bargain, pro- 
miſe and agree with the ſaid A. B. to grant unto him 

the 


(6) 

the ſuid A. B. the Place of Judge of , or, in 
the Noom of it, certain yearly Profits, which ſhall 
exceed the Value of the Place aforeſaid, to be held 


from the Time of the Grant during the natural Life 


of the ſaid H. B. or fo long as he ſhall think fit, 
without any Let, Hinderance, Moleſtation or Dif: 
— — G.G, . | 

« And the ſaid G. G. doth . Fon 
gain, promiſe and agree, 'That this Grant ſhall enure 
to the Uſe of him the: faid A. B. when the Confidera- 
A alloy paid-by hinethe fred 
A. B. 

« And . B ads Prot beth e That 
from the Date of this Indenture he will pay, or cauſe 
to be paid to the faid G. G. a certain Sum out of the 
daily Stock of Time of him the faid 4. B. 
And the faid A B. doth further covenant, That 
he will read, think, adviſe, attend, and do every 
Thing that may become the Premiſſes aforeſaid, to 
be enjoyed at the Time above limited from the Date 
of this Indenture. 
= And the ſaid A. B. doth further covenant, That 
in Caſe any of the daily Sum to be by him paid to 
the Aid G. G. ſhall be unpaid and in Arrear, that 
then it hall be lawful for the faid G. G. on the Pre- 
miſſes aforeſaid to re⸗ enter, or proportionably deduct 
from the Value of the fame. 

= Abd ie is further bargained, covenanted and 
agreed on by the Parties to theſe Preſents, that, 
#1, a, certain Recognizance was en- 


whereas on Apr 
tered into by the faid A. B. to the faid G. G. where- 


- — A. B. as hi tame" of 
e 
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the ſaid G. G. in the penal Sum of , conditioned 
to appear at He/tminſfier the firſt and laſt and every 
other Day of every Term, and then and there to be ſo 
eee as the ſaid G. G. ſhould require; it is hereby 
declared, that as the Effect of the ſaid Recognizance 
is obtained by the Covenants of this Indenture, the 
ſaid Recognizance is hereby declared void and of no 
Effect. 
& And the faid G. 2 and A. B. do, th for kink 
ſelf, covenant, That they will ſtand to, perform and 
execute the Covenants of this Indenture; in TUitneſs 
whereof they have interchangeably ſet their Hands 
and Seals. 

Something of this Sort was executed b tho 
Parties in my Preſence. 

Time paſſes inſenſibly in Sleep; and we oſten ſera 
to run over very diſtant Portions of Exiſtence in a fin- 
gle Night; like the Deities of Homer, when they 
Travel, or the Celerity of the human Mind to which 
he compares them. - The Reader, that is awake, 
haps, would little think I ſhould hear the Validity of 
the Deed called in Queſtion, almoſt as ſoon as it was 
made. But thoſe that are acquainted with Dreams, 
muſt acknowledge, that there is often much greater 
| Incoherence in ſome, than there is in mine. 

What became of the Parties in the mean Time I 

am not conſcious of ; the Claim, I remember, was af- 
terwards made and diſputed ; and, at laſt, by ſome 
Means or other, the Deed came upon a Demurrer in- 
to one of the Courts at Weflminfter; where it was ar- 
gued four ſeveral Terms; when many Difficulties 

were ſtarted about the Uncertainty of the Premiſſes, 


and 
E Il, Lib, xv. ver. 79. 
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22 whether the Deed would operate as a contingent 
or a veſted Intereſt; ſeveral other Exceptions were 


taken; hundreds of "Caſes were cited on both Sides; 


and many. nice Diſtinctions were found in every one. 


The Day, however, came when the Court was to give 
Judgment. But, before I could hear it, my Bed- 
maker, coming in to light my Fire in the Morning, 
flung a Folio Volume of Lord Cotes Reports off my 
Table, and waked me. My only Reflection then 
was, that I ſhould profit more by picking up his Book, 
and reading a Page in it, than if my Dream had 
laſted till the Court gave Judgment. 


However (as far as a Moral can be conveyed in Sleep), 


the former Part of this Dream reminded me of a fine 
Piece of Advice in Scripture, Do Good unto thyſelf, 
h Men will ſpeak well of thee. 


F * 


